CONSTANCE KENT*S CONSCIENCE                         '
heard from the nurse that the child's blanket was missing, but
whether before or after the discovery of the body she could
not remember. Morgan and Urch, two local constables,
spoke to visiting the nursery on the Saturday morning.
Prisoner shewed them the child's cot, with the bedclothes
folded back and the impression of his head on the pillow*
She stated that the blanket had been removed* Urch said
that, along with another officer, he was told by Mr. Kent to
remain in the kitchen all night. They afterwards discovered
that they were locked in, and "made noise enough to wake the
house" until he released them. Benger and Nutt described
the finding of the body, and were needlessly badgered in
"cross** as to their "prediction/* Superintendent Foley told
how he had put two officers at Mr. Kent's disposal. "They
were, I understood, to have the whole range of the house, but
they only had the kitchen range/* "A laugh" is the recorded
tribute to the superintendent's pleasantry.
I never received any information from the prisoner that was of any
service. She said she was sure it was not Miss Constance, and I said,
"Was it you?" She said, "No.'* I said it must have been somebody
in the house: "Was it Mr. Kent?" She said it must have been some
person concealed in the house. I said, "That story won't do.*'
Superintendent Wolfe, of Devizes, had interviewed the
prisoner on Monday, 2nd July. She said, "The first time I
missed the blanket was after the child was found; I went and
looked at the crib when I went to do Mrs- Kent's hair.**
She had frequently repeated that statement. He had tried the
experiment of kneeling on the nurse's bed and looking
towards the cot; it was impossible from that position to see
whether the child was in it or not. In reply to his question,
prisoner told him, "Mr. Kent has never alluded to the matter
[of the murder] to me since it occurred, from first to last. The
young ladies have, and so has Miss Constance, and Master
William has often cried over it."
The third day*s hearing began with the evidence of Master
William, who had nothing to tell, and of other witnesses, who
were in the same situation. Then Mr, Parsons, the surgeon,
gave an elaborate account of the post-mortem, at which it
now appeared that Mr. Stapleton, the historian of the case,
assisted. He was more positive about the appearance of the
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